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Therefore, let us first break the idol of machinery and leaden
type. The pen is our foundry and the hands of willing copyists
our printing machine. Idolatry is permissible in Hinduism when
it subserves an ideal It becomes a sinful fetish when the idol
itself becomes the ideal Let us use the machine and the type
whilst we can, to give unfettered expression to our thoughts. But
let us not feel helpless when they are taken away from us by a
"paternal" Government watching and controlling every combi-
nation of types and every movement of the printing machine.

But the handwritten newspaper is, I admit., a heroic remedy
meant for heroic times. By being indifferent to the aid of the
printing room and the compositor's stick we ensure their free re-
tention or restoration for all time.

We must do something more* We must apply civil dis-
obedience for the restoration of that right before we think of what
we call larger things. The restoration of free speech, free associa-
tion and free Press is almost the whole swaraj. I would, therefore,
respectfully urge the conference1 that is meeting on Saturday next2
at the instance of Pandit Malaviyaji and other distinguished sons of
India to concentrate upon the removal of these obstacles on which
all can heartily join than upon the Khilafat, the Punjab and
swaraj. Let us take care of these precious pennies and that pound
will take care of itself.

Toung India, 12-1-1922

75.   INTERVIEW TO "THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE"
[Before January 14, 1922]
Mahatma Gandhi who has expressed his readiness to attend the Con-
ference, interviewed by our representative, stated that there was no budging
from the position that had been taken up by the Congress regarding the
Round Table Conference and the conditions3 that he had defined in the Con-
gress Subjects Committee as precedent to aay such conference must be satis-
fied by Government before the Congress could be expected to fall in with
the idea. So far as he was concerned, his object in accepting the invitation, said
Mahatmaji, was to see if he could bring round his Moderate friends on
the narrow issue which he had presented to the readers of Toung India last
1 Of leaders of all parties
2 January 14, at Bombay
Speech at Subjects Committee Meeting, Ahmedabad", 28-12-1921.